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2nd District Holds Memorial Service For Blackthorn Casualties 


It was dark and grey February 8, as if 
the weather itself was sympathetic, as 
units from around St. Louis held a 
memorial service for the crewmen who 
lost their lives when CGC 
BLACKTHORN sank off Tampa, 
Florida, January 28 this year. The 
ceremony began with the posting of 
colors, and an officer and an enlisted 
man’s dress hats were placed before the 
rostrum, along with a folded American 
flag. This symbolized the men who lost 
their lives in the incident, which Coast 
Guard Commandant Admiral John B. 
Hayes called ‘‘. . . the worst peacetime 
disaster in Coast Guard history.” 

The Reverend Doctor Loren W. 


Survivors 


LCDR G. J. Sepel, Commanding Officer 
LT D. B. Crawford, Executive Officer 
ENS J. R. Ryan SS3 D. B. Marak 
CWO J.S. Miller FNB.J.Dees 
BMCR.D. Robinson FNMK R. C. Niesel 
MKC R.B. Litterell SNSSS. J. Chaplin 
QM1 J. L. Huse SN M. A. Rhodes 
SS1 R. G. McCray SN A. M. Ware 
MK2 P.M. Florence SAQM R. K. Shine 
SS2C.J.Campagna FAD. M. Brooks 
BM3 C. E. Bartell SAS. A. Coleman 
EM3 L. C. Clutter SA M. C. Gatz 
GM3 P. J. Lucas SA M. D. Gray 
HM3 R. L. Chamness SA E. Solis 

MKS S. G. Overby 


Richter, a chaplain with the rank of 
commander in the naval reserve, lead 
the mourning Coast Guardsmen in 
prayer. CDR J. D. Adams, 2nd District 
chief of the comptroller division, read 
the names of the casualties. To close the 
ceremony, a bugler played taps and 
colors were retired. 

The honor guard for the ceremony had 
a representative of almost every unit in 
the St. Louis area on it. Honor guard 
members included: SK3 Michael 
Longoria, MSO St. Louis; SA Douglas 
Mosby, CGC OBION; BM3 Tyler Pen- 
dleton, CGC CHEYENNE; DC2 Ronald 
Coombs, CGC SUMAC SA Linda 
McAllister, Base St. Louis; the hats 


Deceased 


ENSF. J. Sarna EM3 E. F. Sindelar 
CWO2 J.J. Roberts QM3R. W. Gauld 
MKCL.D.Stidhem SS3D.R. Frank 
ET1 J.F. Ressler SNGMR.B. Barnaby 
SS1S. I. Avila FA M. K. Luke 
MK1B.M.Lafond SAW.R. Brewer 
MK1D.R.Maxcy SAW.R. Flores 
DC2D.M.Estrada SAG. E. Harrison 
EM2 T.R. Faulkner SA J. E. Prosko 
MK2 R. D. Boone SAG. Rovolis, Jr. 
QM2G.Q.Crumly SAC.D. Hall 
DC2L. D. Frye 


(Lists courtesy Commandant’s Bulletin) 


The 2nd District mourns the loss of the CGC BLACKTHORN crewmembers. 


were carried by ENS. Douglas Premoe, 
CGD2(b) and ETCM Jeffrey Thomas, 
the 2nd District’s Command enlisted 
advisor. The Air Force provided a 
bugler: David W. Astembotsk, A1C. 


The CGC BLACKTHORN sank when it 
collided with an oil tanker at the en- 
trance to Tampa Bay. A Marine Board of 
Investigation, headed by 2nd District 
Commander RADM Norman C. Venzke, 
is looking into the incident. 


A memorial fund is being established 
for the crew of the BLACKTHORN. 
Contributions should be sent to: 


USCGC BLACKTHORN Memorial 
Fund, care of: 

COMMANDER (dcs) 

Eighth Coast Guard District 

500 Camp Street 

New Orleans, Louisiana, 70130. 











The Reverend Doctor Loren Richter 
reads a service for the Blackthorn’s 
crew. The hats and the folded American 
flag represent those who lost their lives 
in the mishap. 





What Your Drug and Alcohol Counselor Can do For You 


=a 


2nd District’s Drug and Alcohol coun- 
selor, BMC M. A. Luna at his desk. 


The 2nd District’s new drug and 
alcohol counselor has been in his job for 
almost six months now. River Currents 
interviewed him about his work: 

Q: What’s a chemical dependent 
counselor do? 

A: Basically, I’m a referral service. I 
know what treatment is available and 
where. I can help a command or an 
individual find the help they need to deal 
with a problem. Another part of my job 
is education. Before you can deal with a 
problem you have to know about it. 

Q: What is a chemical dependent 
person then? 

Anyone whose drinking, or, for that 
matter, smoking, popping, snorting or 
whatever, causes a problem for them at 
work, at home, or anywhere else. 

It’s hard to identify the substance 
abuser. People have a picture of an 
alcholic, for example, as someone who is 
lying in the gutter with a bottle of cheap 
wine in a paper bag. Well, there are over 
17-million alcoholics in this country, and 
believe me, they are not all lying in the 
gutter. In fact, alcohol abuse may be the 
country’s number one health problem. 

Q: Is there any way to identify the 
substance abuser? 

A: Every single case is different. 
Some patterns do show up, though, when 
a person is having a problem. They may 
be late to work a lot; their job per- 
formance may fall off; they may even 
drink while on the job. The only real way 


to identify the substance abuser is to 
know the people you are working with as 
individuals. When production starts to 
fall off, that’s when the process of 
counseling the person should start. Any 
problem they have could affect their 
performance. 





People have a picture of an alcoholic as 
someone who is lying in the gutter witha 
bottle of cheap wine... 





Q: So the old saying ‘Sounds like a 
personal problem to me” is going out 
the window? 

A: Well, it’s good to be interested in 
the people you work with. 

But there is something else that goes 
on, the exact opposite of what we have 
been talking about. The boss says: ‘Well, 
when he isn’t drinking he’s the best man 
we have.’ So he or the substance 
abuser’s co-workers cover for the 
person. Some people think they are 
doing somebody a favor when they cover 
up for them when they can’t do their job. 

So every day, the person’s condition 
gets a little worse, until serious damage 
occurs; or the abuser dies in a car crash 
or injures or kills someone else; or he 
dies from a disease directly related to 
substance abuse. Cirrosis, brain 
damage, whatever. 

When you have a lot of evidence that 
the person is screwing up on the job, 
confront him with it. Tell him what he 
can do about it: enter one of the various 
programs that the Coast Guard has set 
up to treat substance abusers. 


Q: Are the facilities for rehabilitation 
only on the Coasts? 

A: Not at all. There is no program a 
person is going to be forced into. As I 
said earlier, each case is different, and 
each method of treatment is different. 
We make use of civilian facilities as well 
as the programs the other services have 
established. We think of someone with a 
problem as an individual and that is how 
we treat them. 


Q: How long does it take to cure an 
alcoholic? 
An alcoholic is never cured. An 


alcoholic is always recovering. 

Q: We’ve talked a lot about alcohol. 
What about marijuana smoking? 

A: That is a subject I’m not an expert 
on, and right now, I’m_ not sure that 
there is an expert, someone with all the 
answers. Some studies seem to indicate 
that marijuana has some bad side ef- 
fects, while other people claim some 
benefits from the drug’s use. I don’t 
think anybody really knows for sure, 
right now. 

The main thing is: the drug is illegal. 
No matter what the local customs or 
practises, no matter what any of us think 
about the law, the fact remains you can 
be punished for using marijuana. 

Q: Is there any kind of amnesty 
program? 

Yes. The C.O. of a unit can grant 
amnesty, once in a Coast Guardsman’s 





Some people think they are doing a 
person a favor when they cover up for 
him... 





career, to someone who has a drug 
problem and wants help. There are strict 
limits on this program. It does not in- 
clude any non-judicial punishments or 
court martial offenses that you have 
pending against you. What the Coast 
Guard is saying is: we’re not going to 
punish you for seeking help, if that is the 
only way the Coast Guard would know 
you use illegal drugs. 

Q: Is it possible to get this exemption 
without telling anyone? Could someone 
come in here and get the exemption 
without letting their CO or anyone on the 
ship know their problem? 

A: Yes and no. The C.O. is the person 
who grants the exemption, so he is going 
to have to know about it. But everything 
said in this office is confidential. No one 
is going to gossip about your problems if 
you come here seeking help. 

Q: In general, how would you sum up 
the programs for treating substance 
abusers? 

A: We try to make abusers responsible 
for their own actions. We try to make 
them see the consequences of what they 
do, to themselves and others. We help 
them help themselves. 





EMT Training Useful 


Earlier this fall, LTJG BOB CORDZ of 
MSO St. Louis, unexpectedly had oc- 
casion to use his Emergency Medical 
Technician (EMT) training obtained 
with Coast Guard Tuition Assistance at 
St. Louis Community College Forest 
Park. LTJG CORDZ was walking his dog 
on his street when he noticed an elec- 
trician flat on his back on the sidewalk in 
front of a street lamp on which the 
electrician had been working. The 
electrician’s assistant was standing over 
the stricken man, but didn’t know what 
to do. LTJG CORDZ quickly asked what 
happened and after finding out the man 
was electrocuted moments before, 
checked for vital signs and finding none, 
began cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 
After five minutes, LTJG CORDZ in- 
structed a bystander on how to assist 
him and together they worked on the 
man for another 10 minutes until they 
were relieved by an ambulance crew. 
Unfortunately, the man was not revived. 
A hospital spokesman said that the 
electrician had been killed instantly. 


(Article submitted by MSO St. Louis) 


Presidential Primaries 


Set In Spring 


(AFPS) In May the following States 
will hold Presidential Primary Elec- 
tions. Unit voting counselors and voting 
officers have full details on how to 
complete a Federal Post Card 
Application (FPCA) to register and vote 
in these important elections. 


Presidential Primary Elections during 
the month of May are— 

¢ Texas, May 3 Republican Party 
only) 

¢ District of Columbia, May 6 

¢ Indiana, May 6 

¢ North Carolina, May 6 

¢ Tennessee, May 6 

¢ Maryland, May 13 

¢ Nebraska, May 13 

e Michigan, May 20 

e Oregon, May 20 

¢ Arkansas, May 27 

¢ Idaho, May 27 

¢ Kentucky, May 27 

¢ Nevada, May 27 

It’s your vote—USE IT! 


Marine Safety Division Nominates 


KXOK, a radio station in the St. Louis 
area, has a daily feature called Working 
Girl of the Day as part of their 
programming. Recently, the 2nd 
District’s Marine Safety Division 
nominated GS-4 Lucey Riley for the 
honor. In the letter nominating Ms. 
Riley, Captain Mathew Woods, chief, 
marine safety division, said: 

‘In a little more than a year, Lucey 
has not only assimilated the highly 
detailed nature of her job but has come 
to be known as an expert in the 
programming of our computerized 
system. In our military/government 
system that is notorious for at least 
biweekly changes, Lucey has remained 
well planned and organized. 

‘‘As efficient as Lucey is, we are all 
indebted to her mostly for her warm, 
friendly nature. In our atmosphere of 
frequent dilemmas and crises, Lucey 
retains a smile and kind word for 
everyone. Often she provides home 
baked delicacies for all to partake. With 


Tax Time 
Creeps Closer 


Tax time stalks us all. But, in the 2nd 
District you have an ally against taxes: 
the 2nd District Legal Staff. Say, for 
example, you received a lump sum 
bonus this year, and your income jump- 
ed five tax brackets overnight. Legal 
can explain the ins and outs of some- 
thing called income averaging. Did you 
move this year? You might just have a 
fat, juicy exclusion coming. 

Those needing legal assistance in 
preparing income taxes are encouraged 
to contact the district legal office. Coast 
Guard legal officers as well as Army 
Reserve lawyers from the 118th and the 
129th JAG Detachments will be 
available to provide tax advice. Call-in 
advice will also be available for those 
outside the St. Louis area. Appointments 
for visits or call-in assistance may be 
arranged through the legal office at FTS 
279-4624 or commercial telephone 
number 314-425-4624. Additional in- 
formation concerning the legal 
assistance program is contained in 2nd 
District Instruction 5801.1c. 


Ms. Lucey Riley, KXOK’s Working Girl 
of the Day 2 Jan 1980. 


Lucey in our office, it’s like having the 
Christmas spirit all year long.” 


Ms. Riley received the award Jan. 2, 
1980. 


Mississippi River Groups 
Arranging Volleyball Contest 


Group Upper Mississippi River has 
challenged Group Lower Mississippi 
River to a Volleyball game. As River 
Currents goes to press, the time and 
place of the over-the-net duel is up in the 
air. 

‘“‘Coach”’ YN3 Bill Lee was cool about 
the challenge. ‘‘We’re interested in 
giving as many people volleyball in- 
structions as we can, and I think we can 
give group Upper Mississippi River a 
lesson they won’t forget,”’ Lee claimed. 


Group Lower Mississippi River’s 
volleyball squad says they’re ready to 
take on Group Upper Mississippi River. 





Trained People Are The Safest People 


The U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety 
Office Minneapolis/St. Paul places its 
primary emphasis on personnel safety. 

As routine operations of the Port Ops 
Department increasingly expose our 
people to hazardous materials, their 
ley «1 of training must correspondingly 
increase. 

Training at MSO Minneapolis/St. Paul 
is hands-on and under realistic con- 
ditions. Training aids such as irritating 
vapor inhalants, live operating gear, 
blindfolds and timed drills are normal 


BM3 Pert demonstrates the ‘’Robert- 
Shaw escape capsule.’ This apparatus 
provides a maximum of 5 minutes of 
clean air during an emergency escape 
situation. 


routine. 

It is not sufficient anymore just to 
know how a piece of equipment works. In 
a crisis situation, it will be your past 
experiences that you rely on to help you 
through it. At MSO Minneapolis/St. Paul 
our personnel have acquired the con- 
fidence that comes from personally 
using safety equipment. 


Photos by LTJG S.E. WALSH 
Photo captions by BM] R. W. PEIFFER 


-_— Be 3 . TA 
MK3 Thompson lectures on maintenance 
of Scott Air Pack self contained 
breathing apparatus. 


Whoops! 


River Currents 
Drops the Ball 


According to some folks, mistakes are 
what help people remember you. Last 
month River Currents ran a team roster 
instead of a game schedule for the 2nd 
District Basketball team. This time for 
sure: 

Coast Guard vs. Shooters Mar 4 at 6:45 
Coast Guard vs. Sportsprint Mar 11 at 
8:00 

Coast Guard vs. Davis Rental Mar 18 at 
8:00 

Coast Guard vs. Blue Cross Mar 25 at 
6:45 


All games are played at the Salvation 
Army Gym in Maplewood, Mo. 7701 
Rannells Street. See below for a map of 
the gym’s location. 
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( Editor’s note: Because of RADM Venzke’s involvement in the board of inquiry that is investigating the sinking of 
the CGC BLACKTHORN outside Tampa Bay, Florida, there will not be a District Commander’s Corner in this 
issue. River Currents will continue this feature in future issues. ) 
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